
Sew a Weekender Bag with Nicole Mallalieu

Chapter 1 - Sew a Weekender Bag
Introduction
 

Overview
- Hi, I'm Nicole Mallalieu. I'm a designer, pattern maker, and teacher. I'd like to show you how to
make this weekend bag. This bag isn't difficult, but there's a lot of sewing in it. There's a lot of little
details, so it's not a quick project, but it's a very satisfying one. (light music) 

Materials
 

Materials
- This is a pretty big bag, so there's quite a few materials to gather. I'll just run you through what
you'll need. For the main body of the bag, you're going to need 56 inches of duck cloth. Denim or
sateen would work too, anything that is that kind of medium-weight fabric, a bit heavier than
quilting-weight fabric. Then there's 27 inches of a contrast fabric. Now this is a quilting-weight
fabric, as well. You could use a light sateen or another duck cloth. Then there's 50 inches of another
quilting-weight fabric for the lining. There's 100 inches of, that's a 20-inch wide fusible woven
interfacing, so this is Pellon Shape-Flex. If you've got a wider interfacing, you could do with about, a
little bit less than that. You'll also need one yard of fusible fleece, so that's like Vilene H640 or Pellon
987F. For the pockets, you'll need two eight-inch, just normal dress zippers, and for the top of the
bag, a 24-inch open-end zipper. You'll need an 18 by 8 1/2 inch piece of template plastic and the
same size of the Pelmet interfacing. This is Pellon Deco-Fuse or Vilene S520. It's a very stiff
cardboard-like interfacing that's fusible. You'll also need a ten-inch by four-inch piece of non-woven
fusible interfacing. Depending on where you live in the world, you may be able to get Vilene S320,
that's a good one. Otherwise, Pellon Craft-Fuse is really good. You'll also need an eight by 12 inch
piece of fusible webbing, some quilt basting spray, some hand sewing needles, a zipper foot. If you
have an edge-stitching foot for your machine, that will be really useful. You'll need some matching
thread for both your outer and lining fabrics, two snap hooks with a loop of about half an inch to
5/8ths of an inch, six large purse feet, two two-inch-- you could get away with 1 1/2 inch o-rings, a
two-inch slide adjuster, some quarter-inch fusible tape, which is just like the fusible webbing. If you
can't get these, just slice up your fusible webbing into quarter-inch strips. You'll need some fabric
markers, a Hera marker, it's like a bone folder, is useful, a fabric glue-stick pen. Also I use just a plain
office glue stick, as well. There's also the hole punch. This is a saddler's punch, if you have the pliers
punch, you can use that, as well. A tailor's awl is very useful, an unpicker, a rotary cutter, and, if you
can get it, a point cutter or an X-Acto knife. So we have 5/8ths of an inch dowel, one-inch round
molding, a mallet or hammer, pins are handy, and scissors. I use applique scissors a lot. You can just
use normal sewing scissors. You need a cutting mat, rubber gloves, and a quilting ruler. You'll also
need a sewing machine, an iron, an ironing board, and a pressing cloth. 

Prepare Fabric and Sew Outer Bag
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Prepare and cut fabric pieces
- To create structure in the outside of the bag we fuse interfacing and fusible fleece to all of the
outer pieces. I like to block fuse those before I cut the fabric and that's because we're fusing
everything. Any distortion that happens in pressing comes out then. We're cutting them all to
exactly the same size. To do that we take each template pattern piece separately and cut the fusing
the interfacing and the fusible fleece. All the outer pieces will be cut in the same way. I'm going to
show on the side panel piece how to block fuse. You need to have your fusible fleece, we've got two
layers because we're cutting two. Two layers of fusible fleece and two layers of interfacing and put
the pattern piece down on top and just leave enough room around the outside so that we can cut
through all layers and not miss any bits of interfacing. I'm just going to cut about half an inch around
through all layers. You don't have to be accurate with this, you can even free hand cut it. We take
those away to the ironing board and we're going to fuse those to our fabric before we cut the
pieces of fabric out. You're going to fuse the interfacing to the wrong side of the contrast fabric.
When you put it down, just make sure that the glue side, it's either got a texture or a shine to it, is
facing the wrong side of fabric. Your iron needs to be on a cotton linen setting. When you fuse it,
you're pushing down for about five seconds at a time at each part of the interfacing until it's all
fused. Don't slide the iron around or it could distort the interfacing and fuse it in the wrong spot. On
your larger pieces, this will take a little bit longer than this, just have to get into the zone and keep
fusing. Once you've got it all in place just go over it, press it smoothly and make sure that all areas
of the interfacing are stuck to the fabric. You need that to happen before the fusible fleece goes on.
The fusible fleece can now go on the back. I usually knock the setting back to cotton or between
cotton and wool on the iron and put steam on. The fleece goes again, make sure you've got the glue
side going towards the fabric, you don't want that going on your iron. Place that down on top of the
interfacing and get the pressing cloth in place. The fluff off there. That just gets steamed on, you
don't need a lot of pressure or a lot of time spent pressing down on it. It's really about the steam. It
should stick the fleece to the back of the interfacing. Go ahead and fuse the fleece and the
interfacing to your fabric according to the lay plan. I'll show you how to cut out the other pieces. To
cut around the pattern pieces, you'll lay out your fabric that's already fused right sides together.
We've got all our layers of fusing already on there. Put the pattern piece on and just check that
you've got the grain line parallel to the salvage edge. If you're more comfortable with pins and
scissors you can use that. I prefer to just use a quilting ruler and rotary cutter, because you can be
really accurate with this and slice through all layers. That's all fine. So pressing down on the roller,
slicing each piece. As you move the ruler take the time to check that your pattern piece hasn't
moved off your fabric. This way, they're all very accurate to the pattern. Last one. That's nice and
neat. We've got a few notches here and this is where I like to use a point cutter, you can use scissors
for this, but it's nice and accurate to just come straight through. We're only cutting at a maximum
depth of about 1/8 of an inch, no deeper. I'll also mark the corner point here. I've got my all, I'm
going to poke that through that dot marking there and that one there and use a fabric marker to
dot that corner, this corner and then just flip to the other side and mark the other dots. Line them
up, it's important to be accurate with this it's the corner point of the bag at the bottom so make
those dots quite visible. There are a lot of pieces to cut for this bag and you'll be doing that block
fusing for each piece. It may seem a bit tedious but it will make it much easier to be accurate with
your sewing and save you a lot of time and heart ache on picking. Print out your lay plan and just
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follow that for each piece to make sure you've got them all. Let's have a look at the lay plan
together. We've cut out the side panel, that I just did earlier. You'll also need to do the top panel of
the bag in exactly the same way. For the main fabric, it's best to cut out the straps first, because
they take up the length of the fabric and you don't want to accidentally not have enough fabric for
those. Those cutting instructions are printed on your pattern piece as dimensions, rectangles and
you've also got some irving loops and the straps that will hold the snap hooks on the side of the
bag. For your main bag body piece, you'll need to block fuse it with interfacing and wadding. With
the bag base, you just cut the fabric out. As with the facing piece. The interfacing will just be cut
piece by piece and fused on. For the lining fabric, you need to cut the lining pattern, the side panel
of the lining you'll use the outer side panel piece. There's an instruction on the top of that to cut half
an inch off the top. That will reduce the depth of the lining to make it sit better inside the bag. There
are instructions on your pattern for the rectangle shapes that you need to cut for the compartment
pocket on the lining as well as the linings for the outer pockets. You need to cut the pieces for the
base of your bag very very straight with the rotary cutter. The template plastic needs to be cut with
scissors but very straight. That's the violin S520 or deco fuse and the template plastic. For all the
smaller pieces, the straps feel snap hooks and o-rings, cut them from the scraps of your main fabric
and then look at the instructions for the interfacing and cut those strap measurements in interfacing
as well. We'll fuse them separately to the fabric. 

Assemble front and back panels
- We'll begin making this bag with the front pockets, the zip pockets, and we need to construct the
facings first, so you need your pattern piece for the facing, and the non woven interfacing that
you've cut, we're gonna to trace off this line here, that's on the pattern, through to the interfacing,
so use your ruler, and you can use a pencil for this or a fabric pencil like the one I have, once I've
traced it off on one, I can cut two at the same, and save a little bit of time, I'll line them up and use
the quilting ruler, and the rotary cutter, and cut this rectangle shape out, and it doesn't matter if you
over shoot the corners here, because it's going to be fused on flat onto the facing anyway, it all gets
stuck back together, just make sure you cut it neatly, so it's a clean rectangle shape coming out,
you'll have those two pieces there, and we'll fuse these to the facing pieces, this fabric doesn't have
a right and wrong side, if you've got a print on one side, the print will be going in the side without
interfacing, to fuse this on, because its a non woven interfacing it can stick to the iron, I'm going to
use the pressing cloth over the top and shoot some steam though it, that one stuck and I'll do
exactly the same thing to the other piece, putting the right sides together and matching up the
notch with the edge of the interfacing, and now we're going to stitch around the edge of the
interfacing here, you can pin this in place first if you like, I'm not a great pinner, but feel free, what
you need to do is line up your needle, so it runs on the fabric side of the line that's been created by
the edge of the interfacing, so using the interfacing as a stitch guide, but you're stitching on the
fabric, not on the interfacing, do a small back stitch, and then carefully follow around that edge, this
is to create the cutaway shape where the zipper will sit, so you want it to be very, very neat, it's
right on the outside of the bag, if you can set your machine to be needle down when it stops, that
will be really useful to too, because you can do a very neat pivot. Slow down as you reach the
corner so you can do a nice neat turn, if you don't have a needle down function on your machine,
use the hand wheel, to turn your needle to make sure it gets right in the corner. And then back
stitch, when you reach the other end, we're going to cut into the corners here, so we can then turn
this piece through to the wrong side of fabric, I find it easier to use a point cutter, rather than
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scissors, or an Exacto knife would do the same, you can place it inside the stitches and rock back, or
slide back and cut, without endangering the corner stitches there, I'm just gonna cut this from the
top to a point there, and I'll do the same at the other side, you can use scissors or a rotary cutter
and ruler to cut this seam allowance bit off here, get the scissors, there we go, this is now going to
be turned through and pressed to the other side, and that'll make our window where the zipper is
going to go, we need to now press this seam allowance, back a little bit, which will allow us to turn
the facing upwards, and press this seam allowance very very flat, that will mean that we can make a
nice sharp turned edge on the edge of the facing, so we're going to pull this through to the wrong
side, and you can see now that this is pressed open it folds back very very neatly, so we'll roll it
back, move these side pieces, and then press that into shape. That's our window where the zipper
will sit, and, that's the inside you can press that back from that edge too, you'll just do exactly the
same thing on the other bag body piece, I've got my other one done here, and then you can see
exactly where the zipper is going to go, we're going to be sticking this in behind here, and sewing it
in, using the quarter inch fusible tape, we're going to stick the zipper into place, so that it doesn't
move when we're trying to sew it, it you don't have the quarter inch tape, just cut some fusible
webbing to quarter of an inch wide, this will get fused paper side up to the back of the facing here,
let that cool a little bit so that the webbing fuses to the fabric and then peel the paper off, and the
adhesive stays on the facing, and now, we can turn the fabric over, to the right side and put that
zipper in behind there, make sure that the stoppers are visible on the opening end of the zipper
where the zipper head is, the other end can come in here, you can actually use a zipper that's much
longer, it doesn't matter, is that this metal stopper isn't going to be where you're going to sew, so
make sure it's a good quarter of an inch back from this edge, even if it means that the other end is
starting a little way down. Now we're lining up the zipper tape along underneath where the fusible
tape is, and the zipper teeth or chain are in a nice straight line there, you can line it up to be as
straight as is can possibly be, fuse it down and then it'll stay put, so we'll fuse through, steam helps,
like that, and then we'll turn it over and make sure that it's stuck down, so you can straighten upo
any bits like that, okay, now that is ready to stitch, and that zip is going nowhere, it's really going to
be nice ans straight when we sew, I have my zipper foot on here, so I can sew around the zipper,
you need to be sewing quite close to the edge, so a little bit more than one sixteenth of an inch,
we're gonna stitch right around this facing edge here, it's a bit hard to get started, hold your
threads, and pull them till you get a bit of traction there with the feet, and, ease into it, stitch around
this corner point, and when you pivot, just move that zipper head out of the way a little bit, I'm
going to use may tailor's awl to hold it down in place, as I stitch around, because it's a little bit
springy, because of the fusing of the fleece, its a bit spongy, just trying to keep it as even as
possible, and when you get to the corner, slow right down, and if you don't have a needle down
function on your machine, use the hand wheel to make sure you get in just he right spot and pivot,
then up to the other side there, just back stitch there, now that the zipper's sewn, we can put the
pocket bag or pocket lining on it, so flipping it over to the other side, now this is counter intuitive,
but the pocket bag extends over the top edge of the bag like this, with the right side of the lining
fabric, facing the right side of the facing and the back of the zipper, that goes along that edge there,
and I use the fabric glue stick here, because it's much quicker than pinning, and it holds it really
securely, so that we can stitch it into place, and we're gonna stitch it on the underside, you need to
grab the facing and lining piece like that, and flip the whole thing over, it doesn't matter if you're a
little bit wonky like that, you're going to sew along the edge of the facing and then try to get into
the ditch of the seam, so use the zipper foot with the needle on the side that's going into the seam
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here, and the foot on the outer edge. I'll back stitch there, as you stitch along here try to ease open
that bit of fabric there, and you can see your original stitch line, and try to stitch as close to it as you
can, and then straight across to the edge of the facing, once that's sewn, you can turn the pocket
bag to the right side up and press that down away from the zipper, and then you'll fold the top
edge so that it's level with the top of the bag piece, so it'll be a little bit above the edge of the
zipper, fold it right to the top and then press a crease In the bottom of the bag, before you sew up
the sides of the pocket, you need to stay stitch the zipper into place, on the top edge there, just to
keep it all in place and it's easy to sew. So I'm just stitching along the very edge of the zipper tape
there, and keeping the lining flush with the top edge of the bag. And now we can stitch the sides of
the zipper here, I'm going to switch the needle over to this side, so that I'm very, very close to the
facing edge, whenever it goes around the zipper, taking care not to sew over the metal stopper, the
needles don't like that, once I've done that I can sew the edge of my pocket, it's doesn't matter
where your seam allowance is here, you can make it very wide, or you can actually continue it all the
way down there if you like, I'm going to make my pocket a little it wider. And then we'll do the same
on the other side, we should come in from this angle, and the side of the pocket bag. Back stitch,
you can use a normal presser foot for this if you like, I'm just a bit lazy about changing. Okay, that's
our pocket, the next thing to do is to construct the grab handles for the bag, and as you can see I've
fused the interfacing on already, you'll need to fuse your interfacing with this inch wide gap all the
way around, so it's straight through the center there, and then you're going to construct a four fold
strap, which means you're going to fold your fabric in half, matching those long edges there, then
you'll press a crease in it, then you'll take each of the outer edges, and turn them into the center and
press creases, and then you'll fold it along the center crease again, and press it again, so there's four
layers of fabric there, I've got one here, and I'm going to show you a little trick, that means you
won't have to pin the strap together, it'll hold in together nicely. I've put some fusible fleece down
here, and I've lightly sprayed it with quilt basting spray, so that means I can put my strap down here
and open it up and it'll stick, and then I can spray more quilt basting spray here. And fold these
edges in, and straighten that bit up there, spray it again here, and then fold it together taking a little
bit of time to make sure that those edges are flush, I'm going to top stitch these two folded edges
together, with a normal foot on the machine again, lining the needle up so that's its just inside the
edge there, a little over a sixteenth of an inch from the edge, I back tacked out of habit, you actually
don't need to do it there, just taking care to keep that even. And because we've got this basting
spray holding it, that's not moving around, often with a four fold strap you'll get lots of movement
and puckering here. And now you've done the first row, we're going to use the inside edge of the
presser foot to line up with the outer edge of the strap there, and keep that next row of stitching
level with the first, and stitch another row of top stitching here. I keep my thumbnail on the side
there as a seam guide. Now you'd repeat the same two rows on the other side of the strap, one very
close to the edge, and other one in, and then another row using the edge of the zipper foot to do
the middle two rows, with this one all finished you can see the stitches on it there, we're going to
now put that into the front piece of the bag here, so I look for the pettiest side, the side that the top
stitching has been done from, and put that face down on the fabric, another thing about lining up
bag straps, is if you have the single folded edge, going towards the inside edge of the strap, when
it's on the bag, and facing out you get the nicer side turned outwards, I'm going to grab my scissors,
before we stay stitch this in place, I'm going to just trim off the corners here of the facing, to reduce
a bit of bulk, because all these layers are going into the one point, it doesn't matter if I trim off a
little bit of my back stitch here, its pretty secure, so this is going to be here and here, I'm going to
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go to the machine now and stay stitch within the seam allowance area, within that half inch here,
just with a straight stitch, I'm setting this strap about half an inch back from the edge of the facing,
just to avoid all that bulk in the seam when we're adding more fabric here, and I'm stitching
somewhere between a quarter of an inch and three eights from the edge of the fabric here, this stay
stitching will make sure than the strap is in the right place when we put the top part of the bag on,
and again on the other side, setting it back about half an inch, and stay stitching, the last piece to
add here is the top panel which is in the contrast fabric, and we're gonna place that right side down,
so line that up, remember this piece has already been fused and with fleece on it, we're going to line
it up over the top of the zipper, make sure all of that matches, pinning it here might be useful,
because it might move with all of this fleece, I'm going to just use a couple of pins, and I might put
one in the middle here, just below where the zip is, because it's hard to pin through the zip, there,
we're going to stitch along this top edge here, I'm going to sew with a half inch seam allowance
here, and I back stitch and stitch this top panel to the bottom one. Coming up to where the zipper
is, depending on the foot of your machine, you might have a bit of trouble over where the zipper is,
you can always swap over to a zipper foot if it's hitting the zipper underneath there. Before you sew
past the zipper head, it's a good idea just to get it out of the way, so I've got it with my tailor awl
there, and I'm pulling it down just to get a few inches of free zipper tape, and then you can just keep
sewing until you're close to the zipper head, and then you'll pull it back out of the way again, so I'll
get back in there, and I'm going to get that pin out of the way, pull the zipper head back out of the
way, so just remember if you're having trouble getting past the zipper, you can put your zipper foot
on this side and have the needle on this side, and the presser foot part over that part. And then over
the strap and towards the end. That's the seam turned to the right side, we are going to press this
flat, and top stitch it, but there's quite a lot of bulk in there with the wadding of fusible fleece in
there, we're gonna take that out, so just peel it off, if you can get your interfacing off, that's good
too, if the interfacing doesn't want to come off, leave it on, but just get the fusible fleece off, this is
coming off pretty easily, some interfacings are tougher than others, but if you can peel it away from
the fabric and then get your scissors and cut it off. I'm cutting this off, I'm trying not to endanger my
stitches too much, by cutting right up against the stitches, its about a sixteenth of an inch away
from them, now that that bulk's reduced we'll be able to press that flat, we're going to top stitch
along this edge here, and then flip these straps up, and top stitch them into place onto the top
panel here, we're gonna press this seam first, and any wonky bits we can press them into shape,
steam works magic, and then fold that strap up like this, now I'm just going to take some of that
fusible webbing, I've cut it into inch wide strips, and just under three inches long and these are
going to be fused to the straps to hold them up here to make stitching them on much easier, so
press on with the paper side up, whatever you do don't put that glue on your iron, they stick on
there, and when they're a little bit cool, you can peel off that paper and the adhesive is stuck to the
strap, this is a much easier way than pinning because it sits flat, it doesn't move you haven't got any
of those lumps and bumps that happens with pins, so now that that sticky is there, we're going to
make sure it's sitting at a right angle and stick it down, use some steam, and press quite hard on the
strap there to make sure it sticks, because we're going through several layers of fabric there before
we get to the glue, we want to make sure that it's stuck, okay now that's there, while it's still warm
it's a good time to mark where we're going to stitch, and I use a hair marker, because it makes a
nice line that you can stitch over, but it's not actually leaving any residue on the fabric, so I've
marked that at three inches from the seam, I'm then going to bring it down to two inches from the
seam and mark a second line, and I'll do the same on the other side, using the normal foot again,
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we're going to top stitch along the edge, I'm going to use the inside edge of the foot here to line it
up here, so that I'm stitching about two sixteenths of an inch I think it is, from the edge here, you
can line it up with whatever matches on your foot on your machine, just keep it nice and even. Bit of
a lump to jump over there. And again don't sew past the zipper pull, keep it out of the way,
whenever you're stitching past a zip, move that out of the way, and don't try and stitch around it, or
you'll end up with a wobbly line. Slow down when you get to big lumps like this so that you can
control it. That's it there. I usually do a second line of top stitching, whenever I do one, because it
helps to flatten the seam allowance at the back to the front of the fabric, and it keeps it as a
structural point In the bag and it just looks neater, so I'm going to start on this side now, using the
edge of the presser foot against the edge of the seam there, and stitch another row, sorry just need
to realign that. To stitch the strap into place, I'm going to follow the stitch line that's on the strap
already, and cut across the hair marker line, starting with a little back stitch and follow along the
original stitch line. And then when you get to the hair marker line pivot, at this point its good to
stitch an x In the box that will hold the strap to the bag, it reinforces it, and stops it from being
pulled away from the bag when the bag's being used, so we'll turn it, we'll pivot and we'll stitch back
to the bottom corner of that box there, I'm stitching straight across. Now I'll pivot and stitch across
the bottom hair marker line. Pivot again and we'll stitch back up to the top. Across there. Pivot and
I'm going to stitch back across this top one here, it's better to have two rows of stitching than to
stop an start and have loose ends of thread, and it doesn't hurt to have that extra reinforcement, I
might just go back one, so that I'm back lined up on that original stitch line. And another back stitch
at there bottom there. And now you're going to do all those steps again to make the other side of
the bag, I've made my other side, and this is what it's going to look like. 

Make bag base
- It's time to construct the structured base of the bag now and you'll start by seaming the bottom of
the front and back pieces together. I've already seamed this here with a 1/2 inch seam allowance.
I've trimmed the interfacing and fusible fleece away and I've clipped the corners to about an inch
down from the edge there, so that's ready now to have the base put on. I'll get it out of the way and
start on the base. I've already fused the palmar interfacing onto the base piece. It's fusible and it
holds the base nice and flat so the pierced feet could go through there. So I've set it back 1/2 inch
from the edges here and that's gonna be our seam allowance. What we need to do first is mark the
placement of the pierced feet. I'm gonna do that with my quilting ruler, lining it up so I can rule a
line. I'm lining that up one and 1/2 inches from the edge of the interfacing, drawing a line across.
Then I'm going to do the short ends and I'm going to do them two inches in from the edge of the
interfacing. These crossover marks will mark the pierced feet placement. To save time with
measuring to find the center point, I just draw a diagonal, a cross mark through here, and make a
cross through the center of this rectangle. And then I know exactly where center is by going
through the middle of the cross, lining up one of these lines with a vertical and drawing another line
across. Now we need to press the seam allowances over and then we'll punch holes through the
pierced feet. One of the many reasons we use palmar interfacing for this is because you can turn
over a very sharp edge on the side of the bag base and press that seam allowance very cleanly
along that line. This is why we have to be very accurate when we cut that to make sure it's straight.
So you can actually use the edge of the interfacing to turn it over like this. You can see how straight
that is. So I just press that, and then we're ready to put the pierced feet in. Now it's time to put the
template plastic into the base. This makes it spring back into shape and hold it flat. First, I'm going
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to put some just normal office glue stick down to hold the plastic into place while we punch the
holes. So I'm popping that on there. If you've got any overhang like this, it's worth trimming it off.
It's easy enough when you're cutting out pattern pieces to just make little inaccuracies like this. But
if that's coming over into the seam allowance, it's going to be a problem later on. So we'll just rule a
line across, slightly to the inside of the interfacing line. It's better to be a little bit too small with this
than too big. So I'm going to rule on there and trim that off. I'm using a craft punch that's often used
with leather work. If you don't have one of these, you can use the pliers variety. This is a great
punch because you can go through all layers at once and make a nice clean hole in one hit. Place
your punch over the intersection of those lines. You need to give this a really sharp whack, (loud
thudding) like that, and then just go through all of them. (loud thudding) Don't be timid. (loud
thudding) (loud thudding) This will make a mark on your cutting board, so you might like to use an
older one or a kitchen chopping board for it. (loud thudding) It's time to put the pierced feet in now.
So these have prongs coming out the back there which go through from the front and then splay
out like this. So it's a nice easy bit. The hardest bit is sometimes separating the prongs. There we go.
Okay, that's done. Hey look, we've got it done, and now we're ready to get it onto the back. So we'll
put it down like this. Grab the fabric glue stick pen, and I'm going to use that to hold these seam
allowances down, just in the middle there, hold those down there. You can see where this crease
follows through to the side, seam allowance here. I'm going to reduce a tiny bit of bulk there by
cutting from the corner to about an 1/8 of an inch below where the interfacing finishes. That's just to
get rid of the bulk that's going to be going into the bottom corner of the bag. You don't want to cut
too close to that corner. You need that little triangle of fabric there. And with that, I'm going to pop
more of that glue stick pen in here to hold that down firmly. Another little dab like that, and fold
that corner at a 45 degree angle so that the folded edge line's up with the edge of the interfacing.
That needs to be done on all four corners of the bag base. You're going to use quilt basting spray to
put the base of the bag onto the bag. So protect your surface and then cover the base with quilt
basting spray. Get those threads in there. Make sure it's got a good covering because you need it to
stick and it's gonna wanna move while you're sewing unless it's really stuck down. (high-pitched
sustained spraying) Okay. So that's nice and tacky. Get rid of that, and bring in the bag body. Now,
we've got some notches here on the back base here. This is where the base is going to line up
between here. So the outer edges of your base should center over those. They might overhang by a
little bit, but make sure it's even on both sides. That's now ready to top stitch on. I'm gonna start
top stitching here. Where you need to stitch is just over the 16th of an inch mark along the edge
here. We'll turn that corner and stitch along the side of the template plastic. You can stitch with
normal needle on a normal machine through all of these layers. It won't hurt you. It won't hurt the
machine. So I'm gonna stitch along, don't need to back stitch here, till you get to the corner. I've got
the edge stitch foot here because it just makes it a lot easier to keep it even. If you don't have an
edge stitching foot, just take care to line up this edge with something on your presser foot that
would allow you to see where to stitch along the edge in here. (sewing machine humming) So the
quilt basting spray should hold the base on for you, some are tackier than others. (sewing machine
humming) When you get to the end, when you get to the end, just pivot and turn like you did
before. (sewing machine humming) I often pivot and stitch across here as well. You can take it off
the machine and just start on the other side if you like, but I like to stay stitch these down. (sewing
machine humming) (sewing machine humming) Now we can see what that bag base is doing. It
really gives the bag some structure. 
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Make and attach side panels
- The next thing to do is the straps that will hold the snap hooks on the side panels, and you'll need
to construct a four-fold strap with the piece that you've cut for doing this. The one difference with
this, well there's two differences, there's no interfacing, but what we're going to do is reduce some
bulk at this end of the strap where it goes through the snap hook, so that it can fold under and be
stitched on without that extra few layers of fabric in there. So you'll open up your strap and at one
end, cut about an inch off, to about, what's that, an eighth of an inch from the edge, from the folded
edge there. So you do that to both sides, and then we're going to fold that back together here, and
top-stitch it, like on the grab handles as well, all the way through. And just as we did on the grab
handles, we're doing five rows of top-stitching here, and then you're ready to go. You can put the
snap hook through, and have the nicer side out, so the side that was facing up when you
top-stitched. Fold it through so the bit where there's four layers of fabric, is going over the snap
hook and the piece that has the reduced bulk, gets folded under and placed back down here. If you
fold it back, just over an inch there, we're ready to put it onto the side panel. I'm going to put some
fusible webbing on here, so I've cut a piece that's four inches long by three-quarters of an inch. So
take your fusible web, and with the paper side facing up put it on top of the back of the strap, so
that's the side where the fold is coming over to, press that on there, and, what we're going to do
while that cools is, get the glue stick pen, and we're going to poke the raw edges at the side of this
strap, just slightly inward so that they don't poke out when we stitch the strap on. Can you see?
We're just gonna squish those ends in there. Squish is a technical term. And I'm going to put a bit
more glue on there. Peel the paper off, and stick that on there. Just what we're aiming to do is to
not have any raw edges poking out there. So now we can fuse that onto the side panel and it'll stay
put while we stitch it on. So take a look at your cut-side panel and the side where we marked those
bottom corner points is the bottom of the bag and that's where this goes. There's also a notch
there, that's the center, and this gets centered over the top of that. So we're putting that there,
making sure it's straight, and just fuse it on. So I'll shoot some steam through. It's worth mentioning
at this point that before you fuse this on, you check if you've got a directional print, and you've got
these markings on the wrong end, switch them 'round and make sure that your directional print, the
top is up here and the bottom is down here 'cause this is coming from the bottom of the bag. Now
we need to mark where this is going to be stitched on, and I'm going to measure up four and a
quarter inches from the very bottom edge and use the Hera Marker to mark across a stitch line, and
I'm going to do another line about an inch below that. So this will be a box and cross, like on the
grab handles, and then we just top-stitch that on. I have the normal Presser Foot on, and I'm going
to stitch following the original line of stitching, up to the Herra Marker point, but I'm going to start
about half inch in from the edge. This will make it easier to remove the wadding later on. So just
begin with a very tidy backstitch, and stitch forward following the edge. (sewing machine whirs)
And pivot at that point there. And, like on the grab handle, I'm going to do the cross through the
middle, so I'm going to go back to the bottom Herra Marker line diagonally across. Pivot, come
across the bottom one. Back to the original stitch line, pivot. Oops. I often go across there and back
there, but it's okay, you can keep stitching across these lines. It doesn't matter if you've got two
lines of stitching here because it's all about reinforcing. Back to there and down to the bottom. And
you're just going to stop half an inch from the bottom edge and do a neat little backstitch there.
You're gonna make your second side panel in exactly the same way and attach it to the bag. I've
already done this one, and I'll show you how to do that with this one. So the bag will have to be
inside out for this. We'll turn it through. And, find your side seam of the bag body. This strap here is
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going to be at the bottom of the bag, so we'll keep that to there, fold it over, match the notches at
the top here. You might like to pin it. This is going to be awkward to sew because it's a great big
bag with a structured base on it. That's just the way it is. So now, you're going to line up the dot on
the bottom corner of the side panel, with the notch on the bag body. And it's a good idea to pin
that right through that dot. It's a bit hard, if you can get through. I'm just struggling here with the
template plastic. You'll have to put the pin through, so it's going through the fabric not the template
plastic, and then find a midway point if it has to be eased on a little bit, like this one. Okay, we'll be
ready to sew. I've taken the table off the machine, just to give myself a bit more space for this big,
awkward bag. And I'm going to place this under the needle with the half inch seam allowance and
do a secure backstitch there. Now, it is awkward and you've got pins there so I just work with it and
stitch along. Actually hold it with a bit of a twist like this to put stretch on the underside, and that
stops the fabric from traveling at different rates under the Presser Foot. It keeps it together. So
keep following along the half inch seam allowance. Take that pin out now. It starts to get pretty
awkward as you get down to the base. Keep realigning it. If you've got a background in wrestling,
you're at an advantage. So, like that. Okay, so we're going to stitch down to this dot and then
backstitch from there. And don't overshoot the dot. Take that pin out, and I'll grab the Tailor's Awl
and hold that dot there so I know where I'm going. And then backstitch. Okay, we're going to stitch
the other side in exactly the same way, but this time the bag body is to the top. So I've pinned it in
the same way and there is a dot down the bottom that you will have marked on your bag body. I'm
stitching down towards the dot. It's good to squeeze the template plastic together if it needs to be
bent around. Okay, to the dot, but backstitch. You'll need to reduce a bit of bulk on these seams. I'm
going to take the wadding off, or the fusible fleece off. And, if you can get the interfacing off as
well, that's going to be good as well. If you don't, it doesn't really matter as much as the fleece. So
just see if you can. Yeah, we can get that off there. The more you can reduce bulk, the better the
finish of the bag in the end. And we'll just snip that off quite close to the seam but don't cut through
the stitches. And this is why I use applique scissors a lot. I'll do the same on the other side. I'll see if I
can get both off in one go. Yes! Okay. So just take it off to the seam and work around that bit there.
Don't cut into the seam there. This, cut that off and start again on the other side of that. I'm just
going to take that corner point off at the usual angle, snipping from the end of the seam to about an
inch down the outside edge because these seams will be pressed open. At the bottom corner, I'm
going to snip into the dot point here, to allow that to open up and turn the corner. Take care not to
cut the side panel piece. We're only cutting the bag body piece. Might be easier to do it from this
side, and I'll snip in to there. Don't cut too close to your stitches, stay a smidge, sixteenth of an inch,
away from that. So that now, will open up and travel around that corner. So press your seams open
now, and because there's fleece here, I'm going to use the pressing cloth over the top. Just hold it
with hands first, put the pressing cloth over the top, and press those seams. It will be a little bit
tricky at the end here because the plastic doesn't want to move. But just work around it. You have
to force it to your will sometimes, and you'll do that on both sides there. You're going to stitch from
this corner point of the top-stitching, across the bottom here with the half inch seam allowance and
back to this corner point here. Might be good to put a pin in here. This is going to be a little bit
awkward because it has the plastic holding that firm shape, so we'll make it as easy as possible.
Okay, pins are in. That's ready to sew. I have the normal Presser Foot on again, and it's a half inch
seam allowance. I'm just gonna make sure I can see where I'm sewing, and stitching across that
corner point with the firm backstitch. And we're stitching along the edge of the template plastic
without actually capturing any of that in the seam. (sewing machine whirs) And right across to the
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other corner, and backstitch. You'll need to reduce that bulk again on the corner point here,
snipping away from both the base seam and the side seam. Let's just turn this right-side out to see
what it's going to look like. It's a bit exciting at this point, if a little awkward. Woo-hoo! It's looking
like a bag. That's a bit exciting. So we'll get those corner points out so you can see that base. You've
got those corner points there. It's holding it's shape beautifully. 

Sew Lining and Finish Bag
 

Create bag lining with compartment pockets
- We're going to start making the lining now, beginning with the pocket and it's a simple
compartment pocket, with a double-turning at the top. I've already pressed this and I'll show you
the first is about a half inch turning. So turn it and press it, and then turn another turning at about
three quarters of an inch to an inch and press it down. We're gonna edge stitch along the bottom
fold here to attach that turning to the pocket. I have the normal foot on here and I'm just going to
stitch about a sixteenth of an inch also from the bottom edge. And you can backstitch or not, it
doesn't really matter here. To make a neat turning at the bottom of the pocket I'm going to use
quarter inch fusible tape and fuse it with the paper side up, onto the right side of fabric. If you keep
this nice and neat, and even to the bottom edge, you'll be able to turn a very accurate quarter inch
turning. Another thing to make it easier to stitch the pocket on is to mark the pocket divisions with
creases, and you can press those in. You can be a bit free with where you put these. I usually fold it
into three or four if I want narrow pockets. And they don't necessarily have to be the same width
because you'll be holding different things inside your bag. I'm just gonna straighten that one up. If
you're keeping these edges straight, you should end up with a right-angle there. That's it. So now,
you can see where the pockets will be stitched. We've got some tape across the bottom and we'll
put it onto the lining. So you should've marked a dot on the lining piece and there will be a notch
right near it as well. That's the bottom corner of your lining. So the pocket will be going a couple of
inches up from there. So at the bottom of the pocket we've got this tape here which is gonna help
us hold it onto the lining. If you tear off the paper, the adhesive is on the fabric and you can line that
up a couple of inches from the bottom like this, place it down, line up your sides, and press it into
place. That's it, that's pretty even, and you press it into place along edge here. That's stuck down
there and now to hold the side bits down while we stitch, I'm just going to use the glue stick pen
and run that along the seam allowance to hold that down, and I'll do that at this side too. There,
that's ready to stitch on. I'm going to stitch along the bottom edge here as close as I can, about
sixteenth of an inch from the edge, following the folder fabric. That tape means that's not gonna
move at all. I've matched up that pattern remarkably well. Okay. I'm going to run a second row of
stitching down here using the edge of the presser foot against the bottom turning of the pocket, to
make the seam allowances all nice and neat inside there. And I'm coming up to the crease here, I'll
pivot when I get there. Pivot and stitch up along the crease here. Stopping at the top, I might go
back one, I'm going to pivot and stitch about three or four stitches. Oops did a back-tack. Three.
You pivot again and use the line of stitching and the edge of the presser foot to keep an even
distance. It may be difficult to see these stitches because of the matching thread, but basically this
is what we've done. We've snaked around here, back up and forth to reinforce those pockets, and
we've made three compartment pockets here. So now what we're gonna do is attach the other
lining piece along the base seam. And again, take note that you've got the bottom notch and dot at
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the bottom. So if you line that up, you can get base seam aligned. You're going to stitch the base
seam with a half inch seam allowance and stop about four or five inches in, backstitch, leave a gap
of about eight inches and then backstitch and finish the seam. Once you've sewn the bottom seam
you're ready to put the side panels in. This is what the base will look like. Pressed open there, that's
the gap in the bottom of the bag, and we're going to attach the side panels. Have a look and make
sure you can see the dots in the bottom corners there, here and here. They're going to match up
with the notch on the bottom of the lining there. So they're going to be level with that. To sew the
side seam, you've got a half inch seam allowance and we'll backstitch that, and sew down to where
that dot meets the notch. When you get towards the dots, slow right down because you're going to
stop right on it and backstitch. Backstitch about an inch so you can see what you're doing. Then, be
a little bit careful, snip from the notch towards that corner point stitch. Not right onto the stitch -
leave a little bit of fabric, a few threads in your fabric because that's going to allow us to turn the
corner. Stitch back down and stop right on that dot. Use the hand-wheel if necessary to make sure
you don't overshoot the dot. And then pivot the top piece around and line up the next dot and
notch. If you want to you can pin this at this point. I tend to just hold onto it and stitch back along
the bottom edge again with that same half inch seam allowance. As you come up to the dot and the
notch just check that they're still aligned, hold it. And again slow down so that you can stop right on
that dot. Back-tack and backstitch about an inch, and snip, and do that same turn and stitch up the
other side. Just to be clear, we're only pivoting the top piece. The bottom piece stays stationary on
the bottom, it'll open up and turn the corner. And you finish with a secure backstitch. You'll repeat
that on the other side to attach the other side panel. Then it's just trimming and pressing those
seams open, the same as we've done before. 

Attach lining to outer bag
- The bag's really coming together now and to finish it, we're going to put the zipper in. You need to
measure the zipper and this is a 24 inch. Mark the halfway point at 12 inches on both sides of the
zipper chain and then that point there matches to center front and center back on each side of the
bag. I'll pin that in place, and then move the zipper along. You might need to pin it a few times here
to make sure you get the zipper even on both sides of the bag. And you can see we're on the wrong
side of the zipper so the zipper head is on the side that's facing the bag. So move it out until you
reach the stoppers here at the end of the zipper. These tail ends of the zipper tape will then fall
back away from the stopper off the edge of the bag. That in place like that and then follow the
zipper out from the center notch to the other end. Right to the very edge because it's an
open-ended zipper and there's no tape hanging off. We can just pin that on like that. And again,
because it's an open-ended zipper should be able to take that off. We know it's the right side of the
zipper to the bag because we've put this side on. We can take this straight across. Not twisting it
over, just placing it and finding the notch at center there. Line it up and do exactly the same thing
on this side. To stitch the zipper on you need to stitch about a generous quarter inch from the edge.
Don't stitch too close to the zipper. So I've put the zipper foot on and I'm going to back stitch just
to make sure that's out of the way. Then, follow along the edge of the zipper. It is quite awkward
with the bulk of bag there. Take the table off if you can, and then just wrestle with the bag and
make it do what you want it to do. Keep the zipper flat against the fabric. Pulling from both sides
makes that a bit easier. So I'm putting tension both sides of the zipper, but I'm not forcing it through
the machine. I won't bother about back stitching here, it's all going to be caught in the seam. I'll just
run it off like that. On this side you'll have to move this zipper head out of the way because it's really
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hard to sew around. So I'll start there. Stitch along a way until you know the zipper head will fit back
here comfortably. Stop and then get it out of the way. And continue to the end. Now we're going to
drop the lining in. So the bag need to be wrong side out again and the lining will be right side out.
Turn that through, and drop it inside and line up the seams there on both sides, the outer and the
lining, and pin them together at those points. You'll do that on four side seams. And then we'll be
stitching all the way around with about three eighths of an inch seam. We've still got the zipper foot
on here and we're going to be stitching on the inside of that zipper stay stitch there at about, like I
said, three eighths of an inch. You don't need to backstitch because you'll be stitching in a
continuous line. You can just go over the top of that. I'm stitching from the outer bag side because if
you've got a lighter fabric it's better to have it on the underside where the feed dogs will help to
gather that on. Just gently ease it onto the top rather than pressing it and making puckers. Press it
forward as if you have it on the top. I'm coming up to the point where I have the zipper pull and I'm
gonna get that out of the way as I sew past. So I'll stitch for a little way. That's it there so there's
enough space up there to move it. I'm going to reach inside the bag and pull it out of the way. Lift
the zipper foot to get it past, realign, drop the foot, and then continue. Line it all up again and off
you go. This is the very exciting bit, turning it through with the lining. Pull the base through first, it's
usually the easiest. Well it's the most difficult bit, but it's easier to turn the bag through this way.
There we go. Base, bag, and lining. Terribly exciting. Now we just have to press the lining and the
bag away from the zipper and we'll be ready to top stich it. I'm going to press starting from the
lining side. Press away from the zipper and you can use the zipper to pull against to pull the lining
back before you press. So I'll get it flat, pull the lining back, and then come in with the iron. Give that
a bit of a press and move around the whole top edge of the bag. Pull away from the zipper, hold,
press. Then you'll press the front in the same way. Pulling the zipper right out, rolling the fabric
back, and press. So you'll do the same thing all the way around the top of the bag. Make sure the
fabric doesn't fold over the zipper. You can see that I'm stitching somewhere between a generous
quarter inch and a scant three eighths from the edge. It's about seven or eight millimeters if you're
metric user. I've changed the upper thread to match the outer fabric, but the bottom thread
matches the lining fabric. You can just use the edge of your presser foot as a guide really and match
it up with the other end with a neat little back tack. There we go. Now let's try this zip out. You've
tested that the zipper works, you can then finish off the inside of your bag. To stop the lining from
floating around inside the bag find the base corner seam of your lining and then reach in and pull
out the base corner seam of your side panel there. Put them together along the seam allowance
there. You can stitch these by hand, just whipstitch them together whichever way you like, or what I
do is put this under the machine and just stitch them together halfway through the depth of the
seam allowance. It doesn't matter if your threads don't match here because nobody will ever see
this seam. It's right in the middle between the lining and the outer and you don't need to back tack
or back stitch. You don't have to be neat at all. I'm stitching halfway along just so that there's a little
bit of movement between the outer and the lining of the bag. It stops any puckering on the outside
of the bag. The reason I've stitched these together halfway along the seam allowance is because the
lining is a little bit shorter than the bag and that extra half inch that you get there accounts for that
and stops the bottom of the bag coming out. And now, it's time to sew out the bottom of the bag.
It's a bit awkward to try and get this back onto the machine so it's often easier to hand stitch it. I've
got a threaded needle here with a knot at the end. I'm going to bring it up under the fold in the
bottom of the bag there, Just a smidge over the edge of where that seam finishes. I'm gonna go
across to the other side along the other folded edge and run that needle about an eighth of an inch
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along the fold of the fabric. Then gonna cross back to the other side and do the same. There. So
anywhere between an eighth to a scant quarter inch. You'll begin to see why this is called ladder
stitch because the thread is crossing from one side to the other and making a sort of ladder
between them. When you pull those together the stitches disapper and the fabric come back
together. It's sometimes easier to just put those two edges side by side and run the needle down
this side, oh I've got a little knot there, and swap over to the other side and do the same thing. And
continue doing that one side over to the other back again until the gap is closed. 

Make and attach straps and insert zipper to finish bag
- The O-ring loops hold the strap to the bag. The O-ring loops are made from two pieces, and there
are two of them. So you will have two outer pieces and two inner pieces. These will get placed
together like this and topstitched in the end. You'll start by working with your outer piece, and we're
going to press these outer edges in by half an inch. There's a few little tricks to that, and we'll do
that over at the ironing board. I like to have a pressing cloth or even parchment paper, just to
protect the ironing board there. So I'm putting the outer piece, that's the larger one, down first. And
to make it easy to turn that half inch, we're going to press a half inch strip of the fusible webbing,
cut it with your rotary cutter. And you can use the edge of the iron to break it off. I'm now going to
trim these edges from where the edge of the paper finishes there down to where the beginning of
the interfacing is. And then use that paper to fold a sharp fold. That holds it firmly in a nice line
there. I'll do the same on the other side. And then press that as well. Okay, now I'm going to peel
that paper off, I'll peel it off the cooler side, and that's got the adhesive on the fabric, which will
allow that to press down and stick. Same on the other side. And then, I'm going to fold these edges
over, leaving about an eighth of an inch between where the corner folds over and where the
interfacing begins. This is because where this folds over, you don't want a whole lot of bulk in that
fold, leaving that free, so, let me just put a little bit of glue there and stick it down. And do that on
all four corners. So now we'll take the inside piece, which is the bit with the seam allowances
running down both edges there, and we're going to fuse the webbing along that seam allowance.
And the same on the other side. Good thing about the webbing, is you can patch bits together.
Doesn't matter that that little bit's not stuck. Pull the paper off, and we can use the edge of the
interfacing to fold that over. Press, the same on the other side there. So they're now ready to stick
together like that, and you can use quilt basting spray for this, you can spray the smaller piece and
stick it on, or you can cut an inch and a half piece of the fusible webbing to fit the length of it, and
that's what I've done here. We'll fuse that on, let it cool a little bit, and then peel the paper off. It's
still a little bit warm, when it comes off like that, it's still just a little bit too hot. So that now gets
centered over the outer piece, and you can see that it's just a little bit narrower than the outer piece.
That's just to make it look neat on the outside. So, press it on and it should stick. If you've used quilt
basting spray, you'll just pop them together. And then, we're going to put some more fabric glue
stick pen over this edge, and fold that in here, and do the same with the other edge. You'll need to
topstitch your O-ring loops with five rows, evenly spaced across there. Backstitch very neatly at
each end, and then pull your threads, the ends of your threads, through to the other side, that'll
keep them neat. Then what we're going to do is fuse a 1 3/4 inch square over all of those threads,
hold them in, pop that on top there, and then fuse that on. Remember, paper side up. And make
sure the center bit gets fused as well, that's a bit of a hollow there, so, it needs a bit of extra
attention. Same on the other side. And I've left just a little bit of a gap around all sides of that fusing.
Okay, the other side should be cool enough now to peel off the paper. So that glue is going to hold
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the O-ring tab in place, and allow us to topstitch onto the bag. We need to get the bag, and the
O-ring. The O-ring tab is going to be put over the end of the bag like this, so, you need to fold your
bag diagonally out from that corner point. Get the zipper lined up, and fold the bag back from each
side. Put that down on the ironing board like that, and if you line up the end of where the bag is,
where the end of that fusing is, and center this over the zipper, and press it into place. You need to
put a fair bit of pressure and a fair bit of steam onto this. Try and get it to stick all over. Hold it
down, it'll be hot, but while it's still hot, press it on, so that it's not going to move. This is pretty
tricky sewing, and you don't want to leave anything to chance. Stick it all down first. The O-ring
then goes through the loop, and that folds over. Now you look here, and do the same thing, you line
up where the fusing ends with the top of the bag, but also just check that it's matching up with the
other side of the tab on the other side of the bag. Get them aligned. Hold it into place, and then
press it down again. Don't burn your fingers, but, try and press it in. A bit of pressure helps to make
it all stick. We'll mark where to topstitch it, and 1/4 with the Hera marker. And then just mark a little
line across about an 1/8 to 1/4, more like an 1/8, across the bottom there. Now that's ready to
topstitch. We're going to be sewing around the edges here, and then we're also going to be sewing
a triangle up here. So I'm just going to pop an awl mark at the beginning. If I can't see that, I can do
it again at the machine. I'm going to stitch just on the inside of that 1/8 line there, so, the presser
foot down, neat backstitch, and along the edge there, I'm going to start using my awl. So I stitch
right to the corner point, about the same distance from this edge as I am from the bottom edge,
and then pivot. Stitch towards the Hera marker line. Just take it slowly. It's a bit awkward, well,
actually, quite awkward. Bunch up the bag as best you can, and move it around as much as it needs
to be moved around, focus on what you're stitching. Slow down as you're going over the area where
the zipper might be. This is aligned so that it shouldn't go over the zipper stoppers, but, some
machines don't like sewing over zippers, so just be cautious and be ready to stop. Pivot there, and
come back down. Because this is a major stress point on the bag, I'm also going to stitch a second
box inside there, so I'll reverse a few stitches. So I'm going to stitch this a scant 1/4 inch in, Hopfully
it's a scant, I can't see exactly, but aim for a scant 1/4 inch in from the first one. And then pivot. This
is the area where you'll have to be very cautious, stitching across the front, here. So I'll stitch down
to about 1/4 inch in from here. Pivot, pivoted and I'm going to stitch, very cautiously in case the
machine doesn't like sewing over that zipper. If you machine won't stitch at this point, reverse a
little bit, do a backstitch, and then start again on the other side of the zipper. Ah, see that stopped
there? I'm gonna move that back, this is more likely to happen on the end where the zipper finishes
and does up the open end. When you've jumped over the zipper end, do a small backstitch to
secure, and then keep going. Use the hand wheel if necessary, it'll be a bit tough. It's stitching
through a lot of layers of fabric here. I'm going to swing this around this way, and stitch back down
to the bottom edge. There's a few threads there. And backstitch to finish. Snip your threads, and
then we'll sew the triangle. That goes under the foot, and lining up the needle at the edge there
where the first row of top stitching went. I'm going to hold these threads so that they don't tangle
up underneath, wrap them around your finger to do this bit. And starting off with a backstitch, I'm
going to sew towards the mark I made with my awl to show the center there. If you can't see the
one you made at the ironing board, just pop another one in there now. Stitch towards that, needle
down in there, pivot, and then stitch back down to this point here, where you've sewn across. And
then one more backstitch, and done. You're going to sew the other one on in exactly the same way,
and then you're ready to do the shoulder strap. Now, this one, you've cut out earlier, with the
interfacing, and the interfacing is placed with an inch gap along the short ends, and a 1/2 inch gap
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on either side. Then just fold that along the center of the interfacing, matching the two edges. And
that will be seamed with a 1/2 inch seam allowance, backstitched at each end. The big thing to
remember here, and I've done one to show you, you need to leave a gap in the center here of about
two inches, and you need to backstitch at each side of that gap. That's because we're going to be
turning the strap through to the right side through this center point here, and that needs to be nice
and secure. The next step will be to press this seam open. I have a bit of a trick when I'm pressing
straps. I use a piece of molding, this one is about an inch wide, and thread that through the strap
with the curved side facing up underneath the seam. And that allows you to press that open,
without getting any creases on either side of the strap. This just gets pressed, and really work at
flattening that seam, and right over to where the opening is, still keep pressing the seam allowance
as exactly the same shape, that 1/2 inch. Move the stick along. At the gap there, you'll turn the
turnings to keep them even with the rest of the seam allowances. Okay, I'll take the stick out, now
I'm going to seam across the short end of the strap, with the seam in the center, that's very
important. So 1/2 inch seam allowance, with a backstitch at each end. I'm going to snip the very
corners off the seam allowance here, because this seam allowance is going to into the strap here,
and I want that to sit as flat as possible, just reducing that helps that to happen. To turn it through,
I'm gonna get it started, push my thumb into the center there to make a dip in the end of the strap
where I can put the stick. This is so your hand grips the strap, it's a little trick for making it easier to
turn through narrow straps. I put the stick in the end of the strap, and I'm going to pull that over,
until the end of the strap comes out there. And that's where that'll come through all the way. I'll just
show you, down the bottom here, what I'm doing, is always turn your strap in the last little section
of the strap, little by little, don't try and take a great big bunch down, because it'll just get jammed
up. So the glove allows you to grip and turn that very end bit that's going through the strap there.
And I'll do the other side, get back in, and that one gets turned through exactly the same way. Of
course, it's easier to see where the gap is now. There we go. Take the glove off, and grab an awl.
What I'm going to do here is to work very carefully at turning those corners through. It's better to
pull corners out like this rather than to push something into them, because the seam allowance
could get jammed up in there and make lumps and bumps. You need to keep the end of the strap as
flat as you can possibly keep it. So I'm putting the awl in gently, and lifting out that corner and
pulling the awl back, I'm not flicking it through. So get that corner right to the top, and then work at
flattening the seam allowances, you can wriggle the fabric around until you feel that it's flat. This
one could probably use a bit of a gentle nudge. Here we go. Okay, so that's nice and flat there. I'll do
the same to the other end. We'll press this now, keep it flat with the seam in the center of the strap,
and then you need to ladder stitch this in the same way as the bottom of the bag. And then that will
be pressed flat, with the seam facing upwards in the center of the strap. Once you've pressed it,
you'll need to do six rows of topstitching in the same way that you did the O-ring loops and the
grab handles. So they'll be evenly spaced across the strap, with very neat backstitching at each end.
Grab your slide adjuster, and on the end there thread it through with the seam on the underside of
the slide adjuster. Thread it through, and loop it back. Leave a good inch and a half so that you'll be
able to stitch this and get your presser foot around there. We're going to stitch this on to the outer
strap now. To stitch this on, we're going to set it just, make sure it's on the inside of the outer strap
there, it's not hanging over the edge. Put it under the needle as close to the edge as you can, so
you're stitching about 1/16 or a smidge more in from the edge. Hold those threads, this stops the
thread bunching up on the right side of fabric, and start with a backstitch. And then before you
stitch forward, to avoid this piece stretching over the edge of the strap, this doesn't have interfacing
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on this edge, and it's more pliable, and it can sometimes stretch beyond the edge. But, also, that
pliability allows you to squish it in, I should say proper sewing terminology, ease it in, and if you hold
each little bit with your awl, you can ease and stitch. You get the awl pressed down hard to hold it
into place, pretty much until you're under the needle. Stitch right to the edge, pivot, and stitch down
about 1/2 inch. Pivot, and again using the awl, it's not as difficult on the way back because you've
already eased it on down here, but do make the effort to get that awl lined up. And then pivot
again, and down here with a final backstitch. That ring's on, it's time to put it on the bag. Now it's
time to put the strap on, and we've gotta be careful of the way the slide adjuster goes on. So turn
your strap so that you can see the seam and thread it through the O-ring in that direction. You pull
the strap through, you'll have the wrong side of the slide adjuster there, and this is threaded over
the top, through the other side. That's our adjustable strap being done. Now, it's a matter of
attaching it to the other ring. So it's coming in from the outside of the bag through to the inside,
and we're just going to sew that same box here to finish the strap. Wow, you've got a bag. You've
done a lot of sewing here, and there's lots of details. You should be really proud of yourself. You can
clip these little side snaps on, and you've got a nice square finish to your bag, or, you can carry it
with the shoulder strap there, and it makes a slouch shape. There's pockets for carrying your bits,
that you might need easy access to, and, of course, the compartment pocket inside. And you've
been sewing so hard, I think you need a weekend away. Take your bag. 
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